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A Journey of a Thousand Miles............
Rev. Raymond Patch

“MORE THAN HUGS”

The Christmas “season” has
passed, and all the decorations have
been put away, mostly. As we place
them into the box that will no doubt
find its way to the attic, maybe we
need to wonder about how we follow
the prevailing culture and compart-
mentalize our lives. I remember listen-
ing to people respond to a question
about when they put their decorative
lights away. The answers ranged from
December 26™ to Easter. Taking them
down too early has a lot to do with
the commercialization of the holiday,
as we can quickly forget what the cel-
ebration was about.

There are many themes in the
Christmas story, and one of my favor-
ites is the sacredness of birth. Yes, of
course, it’s nothing new to point this
out. However, we all need to be re-
minded how easy it is to feel so warm
around infants and small children.
Isn’t there more to it? Positive feelings
alone may not be enough. When Jesus
said to let the little ones get near him,
was it just for a brief audience, or was
there something deeper?

It seems to me that in this beloved
passage Jesus gave us a directive: The

children are part of our lives, no mat-
ter what the cost. And I mean “cost”.
All kids are expensive, not just our
own. To take Jesus seriously means
providing as a society for all these
vulnerable ones, and these include
immigrants, refugees, the urban and
rural poor, and many we do not see.
Babies demand of us, and as they
grow they ask for even more; the bill
just keeps getting larger. Will we take
care of our children, or walk away
when they stop being cute?

Many years ago, when I was
young and still single, I heard the
words that sounded intellectually
honest, even if not yet real and rel-
evant: “A society will be judged by
the way it cares for its most vulner-
able: the old, the young and the sick.”
I will add that a church will be so
regarded. And it will be scrutinized
not only by the way it treats its own,
important as that is, but by the man-
ner in which it reaches out to know
and meet the needs of those who may
not even come into the sanctuary. Let’s
look beyond our walls; after the wor-
ship service our comfortable pews need
to be abandoned, not our children.

26th International Food Fair
Habitat for Humanity
FEBRUARY 6, 2010
11 AMTO2PM

All proceeds from the event will
benefit Habitat for Humanity. As many
of you know, First Church in Swamp-
scott was the first church to covenant
with the local Habitat for Humanity
affiliate. We take this commitment very
seriously and with a great deal of pride.
Funds raised at this event will help
build much needed homes, both on the
North Shore and Internationally.

Two-thirds of the proceeds of
this fair will go to Habitat for
Humanity-North Shore and one-
third of the proceeds will go to
Habitat For Humanity-International.
The food fair has become a highly
anticipated and exciting event in the
community. There are a number of
local churches and organizations
who partner with First Church to
make this a continued success.

Please come and visit with friends,
enjoy foods from around the world,
and take part in an exciting Silent
Auction. We will also need many vol-
unteers on that day.

If you are able to organize a food
table, bake for the baked goods
table, or provide an extra pair of
hands, please call Sharon Thomas
(781-248-3246).

Thanks and see you there!

Justone....

Pamtry The stock of food in the pantry is very low; we are buying
iy Mews from week to week to fill the 15 bags we prepare for collection
every Wednesday. The contents of the bags are very simple — a

box of cereal, cans of soup, vegetables and fruit, some crackers and dried milk
powder, a box of macaroni and cheese, a jar of peanut butter, and something to
form the core of the meal — maybe pasta sauce and pasta, two cans of tuna and
tuna helper, a can of ham and appropriate sides. Thank you to all those who
leave food in the basket located in the Narthex or at the pantry downstairs
during these difficult economic times. Most weeks nearly a hundred people
gather for the Sunday service at First Church and if each of us brought just one
item from the list above, each week, to be left in the Food Pantry basket in the
Narthex, it would make a real difference to our supplies. Please think of the
Pantry when you go grocery shopping. Lorraine and Gordon Angel.

Nursery School Registration

First Church Nursery School is tak-
ing registrations for the fall of 2010.
‘We have a wonderful program for kids
and enthusiastic teachers. If you are

interested and
)
L

would like to set up
e

an appointment to
visit the school, get
more information
or get forms please
call Sue Krol at -#
781-596-0353.

Muriery School




Youth Group MATTERS!

Perhaps you have been wonder-
ing what is happening with the First
Church Youth Group during this
time of transition? I am happy to
provide an update. Following the
resignation of Will Coley in late
August, Reverend Patch called a
meeting of youth, parents, and inter-
ested parties to figure out a plan for
the youth. At that meeting it was
clear that maintaining momentum on
the youth ministry front was a prior-
ity for the youth and parents alike. It
was also clear that we would not be
able to find a paid staff member to
fill this role in a short time period.

What happened next was that
First Church took ownership of the
youth program. Rev. Patch as-
sembled a small team, consisting of
Mike Foye (former youth group mem-
ber and current college student) and
Janet Fischer (who had some experi-
ence working with youth at the Old
South Union Church in South
Weymouth, MA in the 1990’s). Par-
ents and others stepped forward to
lead special projects and activities, as
needed.

Since early October, we have
been meeting almost every Sunday
night, in the 6-8 PM time slot. Some
meetings are times of discussion on
topics chosen by the youth. Other
meetings take the form of a service
project (leaf-raking or My Brother’s
Table), and some are just for fun
(apple picking, movie night, or cook-
ing a meal together). Most meetings
have some time for games and refresh-
ments. Probably the highlight of the
fall or early winter was the planning

of the Christmas Eve Family Service.
Victoria Townsend stepped forward
and helped the youth to develop a great
script, and she directed them in illus-
trating the birth of Christ through
Christmas Eve - The Musical. Mike
Foye worked closely with Patty Clark
and Rev. Patch to figure out the flow
of the service and coordination of the
music. It turned out very well, and
was also extremely funny! The youth
really did a wonderful job with this,
and showed great enthusiasm for it.

In the new year, we have some
exciting activities planned. We’ll be
serving at My Brother’s Table in
March, and hope to visit the Heifer
Farm in Rutland, MA for a retreat.
We are also planning to be visited by
a youth group from Newcastle, Maine,
and they will stay with us for the week-
end of Palm Sunday. There will be
more discussions and movie nights,
as well as some arts and food related
events. AND, we’ll be looking for
sponsors for the annual 30 Hour Fam-
ine in late April. We are a small youth
group, with students from Swamp-
scott, Marblehead, and Lynn English
High Schools - as well as other teens
who join us when they can. We’d
love for the group to grow, but are
happy with our committed group of
young people who are an important
part of the life of First Church in
Swampscott.

If you’d like to know more, or be
part of our community, please check
us out on the First Church website, or
on Facebook (First Church Swamp-
scott Youth Group).

Life is worth the trip
News from Sunday morning Adult Study

Y When the class dis-

i _,H’ f.” cussed our earliest con-

T cepts of God there
YA ) . .

fif'-'"-ﬁ" were stories of faith

"L f}  unfolding. Do children

WhAE  see Jesus as Growing
from a baby to an adult?
The Infant Jesus and Christ crucified
seemed to be so removed from each
other that my childhood concept was
that they were two different persons.
Others told of feeling God as a tan-
gible presence from their first experi-
ences in a pew. Others told of heart-
break that made them lash out at
God, and leave the church for many
years. But there were as many stories
of faithful friends bringing them back
to the family of God. Adult Study
continues to be an open forum for
discussing what matters to us as per-
sons on a spiritual journey. Things
happen, along the way, that impact
our concepts of God and life. We
need to hear each other’s stories, to
share one another’s journeys.
Eileen and Roy Young

‘Weekly Giving Envelopes

Offering,
Exwelopes

‘Weekly giving envelopes can be found in the Narthex
- if you have used them in the past, please look for a box
with your name on it. If you have not used these in the
: past, please consider doing so. Giving envelopes are a help-
ol i ful tool to track your stated Intention of Giving, as well

T as a useful tool for Finance in Sunday postings. You can
_-‘-F . .
request envelopes on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or
by calling Sharon Scofield at 781 598-4891.

Commitment Sunday
March 14, 2010

= g == of Jesus grace
—— ~—— we have all received
one blessing after
another.
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This will be the scripture passage
to guide us this year during our an-
nual Stewardship time which will be
March this year. March 14th will be
"Commitment Sunday" when we will
be returning our "Intention of Giving"
cards for the next fiscal year. All of
you will receive more information in
the mail.

The Stewardship Board:
Sue Burgess, Joan Sawyer, Bruce Whear.
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Stephen Ministry News

Cleaning for a Reason..

If you know any woman cur-
rently undergoing Chemo, please
pass the word to her that there is a
cleaning service that provides FREE
housecleaning - 1 time per month
for 4 months while she is in treat-
ment.

All she has to do is sign up and
have her doctor fax a note confirm-
ing the treatment. Cleaning for a
Reason will have a participating
maid service in her zip code area

arrange for the service. Please pass
this information on woman going
through Cancer treatment. This orga-
nization serves the entire USA and
currently has 547 partners to help
these women. It’s our job to pass
the word and let them know that there
are people out there that care. Be a
blessing to someone and pass this in-
formation along to them.

http:www.cleaningforareason.org

Are You Experiencing a “Winter” in Your Life?
Our Stephen Ministers Can Help!

The winter weather we’ve had
recently can be symbolic of what can
sometimes happen in life. A crisis hits
and we feel like we're buried beneath
a drift of snow. Relationships can
become “icy,” or we can feel “fro-
zen” by life circumstances. Little dif-
ficulties build up like “slush,” mak-
ing us slip and slide, causing every
decision to seem treacherous. Life
seems dreary, and we begin to doubt
if spring will ever come. We can

wonder, “Is God even there?”

Stephen Ministers are trained to
provide confidential Christian care,
giving you the emotional and spiri-
tual support you need to make it
through a “winter” in your life. To
learn more about how a Stephen
Minister can help you or someone
you know, contact one of Stephen
Ministry . Our Stephen Ministers are
ready to care for you.

Stephen Leaders: Lila Foster, Roy Young, Lorraine Follis

Stephen Ministers: Sue Burgess, Ruth Heggie, Jack Casteel, Jim Scofield, Dot
Bergman, Lorraine Angel, Sharon Thomas, Janet Fischer, & Darby DesRoches

Spiritual Words from Ancient Masters

out God.

One person who has mastered life is better than a
thousand persons who have mastered only the contents
of books, but no one can get anything out of life with-
Meister Eckhar
(c. 1260—c. 1328) German theologian, philosopher and mystic,

Thanks!!

The receivers of the plants and cards, made by the Sun-

day School kids, wish to extend their thanks to the people
who made time to deliver them, especially during a particu-
larly snowy week. They were grateful and touched that
they were thought of during this Christmas Season.

Christmas Choir:
Sharing the Joy (Almost)

Thank you to all
who participated in
Christmas Choir this
year! We learned some
exciting and beautiful
music, and it was a joy to come together,
and to sing and prepare in this special
way during the Advent season.

Due to the temporal nature of mu-
sic, if one doesn’t enjoy the musical
preparation just as much as the perfor-
mance, then one’s joy is quite short-lived.
Hours of rehearsal often culminate in
precious few moments of musical pre-
sentation! This year, that was true, only
more so than usual.

Due to inclement weather, the De-
cember 20 service, which was to include
music presented by the specially con-
vened Christmas Choir, was cancelled,
and our anthems went unsung! Those
of us who participated in the Christmas
Choir had shared the joy of preparation,
but our Christmas felt unfulfilled, as
we were unable to share that joy with
the congregation!

Not all of the Christmas music went
unsung, however! A special thanks goes
out to Jane Inglis, Melissa Foye, David
Fox, Bill Brauner, Victoria Townsend,
Rachel Stowell, Shane Mulcahy, and
Michael Townsend, who provided spe-
cial vocal quartet music on Christmas
Eve! In addition, thank you to Curtis
Brauner and Michael Townsend, who
played guitar on Christmas Eve.

The Choir continues to share the joy
at Thursday evening rehearsals and for
each Sunday morning worship service.
They will soon begin preparation for
Holy Week music. Easter comes early
this year, so plan ahead early to partici-
pate in Holy Week Choir! Sing with the
Choir for Palm Sunday, (March 28) and
on Easter (April 4) by joining with us at
Thursday evening rehearsals beginning
on Thursday, February 25! For more
information, please contact Patty Clark
or one of the Choir members.

IMPORTANT CALENDAR
NOTE FOR CHANCEL
CHOIR:

Choir rehearsal will be held on
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, imme-
diately following the Ash Wednesday
service. There willbe NO REHEARSAL
on Thursday, February 18.

e A
'.l. i
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=
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epucaTion

The Children’s offering that is
taken each Sunday in church goes
to sponsor a child from
Mozambique. His name is Edson
Titos. Heis 6 yrs old and in the first
Grade. In addition to studies the
children are involved in an area stra-
tegic Plan that includes:

Education: He is part of 590 chil-
dren who have received school ma-
terial, schoolbags and exercise books.
8 new classrooms have been built
and Edson help construct them.
Food Security and Nutrition:
He has received training in nu-
trition and has been taught

the importance of good
nutrition and dangers of
malnutrition. He helps
in the planting of seeds
and learns how to care
for the plants. He also |
started to receive Veteri- [
nary training so he can
help his family in car-
ing for their livestock.

Community Health:

Community Activists have been
trained in different prevention and
control activities. He has been taught
in the prevention and control of dif-
ferent epidemic diseases such as
Cholera and Malaria among others,
within his community. He has
helped distribute water purifiers to
prevent the use of using contami-

December 7th, 2009

Dear Sponsor,

nated water sources within his com-
munity. He was also part of a com-
munity to receive mosquito nets
which are pretreated for addition
protection.

Child and Youth agencies: Edson
helped develop one of the 3 youth

centers in his community. He was
part of working with the younger
children in one of the youth clubs
that was formed. On June 1¢ a
football tournament took place to
commemorate the International
Children’s day. These activities are
a way of involving children in ex-
tra curriculum activities and
developing their self es-
teem. Edson was in-
volved in the Children’s
activities.
Edson is a remark-
. able child. It is hard
_ to think about chil-
dren who have to
work to just build
their youth centers,
have to learn about
malnutrition and using clean wa-
ter. Our children can go to school,
have fun, play sports, without the
dangers of health, nutrition and
getting a good education.

‘We were happy to recieve a let-
ter from Edson along with his
progress report and the letter is typed
in below as it was written.

1 am doing well with my family, wishing to know how you and

your family are also doing.

1 haven’t much to say, only to wish you a merry Christimas and a
prosperous New Year as well as asking how old are you and when the
date and month of your birthday celebration is.

We are at summer school and lately it is so hot. How is the weather
there? Would you mind telling me how and where you going to celebrate
the Christmas and the New Year? I am going to enjoy right here with my

family.

That is all for today, receive lots of hugs from Edson Tito’s helped to

write by his sister Anatercia Titos.
Child number: 2753 NF

Jesus and The
Children

There is a story, told
in three of the gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and
Luke), about an argu-
ment among the dis-
ciples. They were arguing about who
would be the greatest in God’s realm. Jesus
settles the argument by saying, “Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name wel-
comes me; and whoever welcomes me,
welcomes not me but the one who sent
me.” (Mark 9:37)

Later, in the gospel of Mark, we read
another story about Jesus and children. On
this occasion, Jesus was deep in conversa-
tion with the religious leaders and his dis-
ciples. Some children were brought to
Jesus so he could bless them, and the dis-
ciples turned the children away. When
Jesus noticed this he was indignant, and
said, “Let the little children come to me,
do not stop them; for it is to such as these
that the Kingdom of God belongs.” (Mark
10:14)

From these stories we see that children
can show us God’s way, God’s love, and
God’s reign.

N the limle childeen
i M
TN

Why include children in worship?

Children bring unique gifts of wonder,
excitement, and creativity that can make
worship more meaningful for all.

Children have important things to teach
us about God. Children worship with each
new discovery in their lives. Reverence,
adoration, respect, love, awe, and praise
come naturally to children.

Children give us the gift of trust and a
fresh point of view; adults can share the
gift of acceptance, experience, and the wis-
dom of the Church through the ages.

‘When a child is baptized, the parents
and the adults in the congregation prom-
ise to be active in nurturing that child’s
faith. We are called to nurture our chil-
dren in their faith, and we will be nur-
tured by them in return.

‘Worship is a celebration of belonging.
By participat—ing in worship, children
learn they belong to Christ and are wel-
come in Christ’s church. What better way
for children to learn about their faith than
to be a part of a community that laughs
together, cries together, struggles together,
and worships together.
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Frofn the
Stewardship Committee

Stewardship
Message

Sue Burgess, Joan Sawyer, & Bruce Whear

Not Exactly “Twitter”...

Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap, nor gather into
barns ... And why do you worry
about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they nei-
ther toil nor spin, yet I tell you not
even Solomon in all his glory was
clothed like one of these. (Matthew
6:26a,28-29 from Matthew 6: 25-34)

Anyone who now or ever has
lived with a teenager recognizes the
central fallacy of Jesus’ argument.
Flowers are beautiful, but they wear
the same outfit every day! ... Retire-
ment savings are a kind of “gather-
inginto barns.” Isn’t it socially respon-
sible, even if last year was a financial
“barn burner?” ... It’s fine to critique
contemporary time-poverty, but, in a
season of record unemployment,
cruel to offer people laid-off sowing
and spinning this twisted paraphrase:
“Do not worry about tomorrow. Put
today’s worries on your credit card.”

‘We have a love-hate relationship
with Jesus’ classic teaching found in
both Matthew and Luke. It chal-
lenges common sense, responsible

planning and even church steward-
ship. We hope it has nothing to do
with our relationship to money, but
is a gentle nudge to enjoy the sum-
mer weather, recognize how precious
and brief time is with our children,
and free ourselves of the hamster cage
of worry. But Jesus is addressing our
resource-attitudes. Every day we make
choices about money, possessions, se-
curity ... and giving.

Today-living is the secret to giv-
ing, open-handed giving. Future-
thinking easily becomes fist-thinking.
In fact, nobody is happier giving than
the person headed for a job interview,
one with a shrunken 401K, a church
community whose endowment is en-
down-ment. Today-giving replaces
stress with bless. As long as we can
bless one other person, we have the
perspective to recognize that God’s to-
morrow is another priceless today,
what Jesus called God’s realm. An old
hymn sings across all our twitter, all
our worry, “God’s eye is on the spar-
row and I know God watches me.”

Head Start on Holiday Fair

Calling all knitters of First Church
[
%’ are to continue to offer
' knitted items at our an-
nual church fair in 2010. Knitting has
always been a popular and profitable
table for the church but our crew of
knitters is dwindling and we need all
knitters of the church to help supply
the table. Even if you make only one
item, every item counts. We can sup-
ply the yarn if necessary, just let us
know.

I would like to thank our faithful
knitters for their years of commitment
and participation in making this table
a success. Thanks go to: Edith Hayden,
Ellie Casteel, Janice Rideout Heggie,

Lily Merson, Betty Jo Burke, and Leah
Yoder. Keep those needles humming!

Calling all Crafters too

We are looking to form a craft
group to start working on projects for
the fair NOW. We want to get a jump
start so come the fall
we are not rushing
to get ready for the
Fair in November.
Call Merry Tufts
for more details.

Your year long as-
sistance is needed if we

Hurlidlayy
Craffts |

Did you know...

Did you know that the UCC Pilgrim
Press (http://www.ucc.org/the-pil-
grim-press/) has some great books?
Check them out and find books like:
“Kneeling in the End Zone” Spiri-
tual Lessons from the World of
Sports - by Josh Tinley

Kneeling in the End Zone takes the
often overlapping worlds of sports and
religion and turns them upside down.
Athletes, coaches, fans and broadcast-
ers often bring faith into the world of
sports, whether through on-field
prayers, post-game interviews, biblical
bleacher signs or using faith language
or scriptural metaphors to describe an

incredible play or performance. Kneel-
ing in the End Zone aims to do the exact
opposite, using sports as a lens
through which to look at the Chris-
tian faith. It uses sports as a metaphor,
drawing parallels between scriptural
stories and memorable tales from the
field or court, and looks at those tran-
scendent moments in sports history
that reveal larger truths about life.

Equal Opportunity

When young Kelli said her
prayers each night, she would bless
every family member, every friend
and every pet (current or past). To-
ward the end of her prayers, she’d say
“and all the girls”.

One night her father asked his
daughter why she always ended that
way.

“Because” she replied, “every-
body else always finishes their prayers
by saying “all men”.

Thanks

Our thanks to all who have
contributed small toiletries for the
Lynn Home for Women. We have
put the basket away until next fall.

Barbara Gherzi




‘What do you remember about First Church and our long history?

‘A Look Behind in our Histo)

Let us take a moment to reflect on past his-
tory of First Church and ask the following
questions?

What ever happened to... Our annual Fam-
ily Dinners dating back to the beginnings
of our church? These were usually held at
annual meeting.

What ever happened to.... the annual Choir
and staff appreciation notes from members
of the congregation?

What ever happened to... Annual recogni-
tion of living members of long standing,
not just new members inducted into the 50
year club.

What ever happened to... Children’s Sun-
day in June when all Sunday school chil-
dren were presented with a gift such as a
potted plant which they could tend over the
summer months?

What ever happened to... (VBS) Vacation
Bible camp?

What ever happened to... rewards for at-
tendance, giving the children a pin and
something to aim for?

What ever happened to... certificates of pro-
motion and advancement from one grade
to another?

What ever happened to... presenting a bible
to Sunday school pupils after a year of
achievement?

What ever happened to... the annual in-
gathering of food and the church family pil-
grimage to Home for Little Wanderer’s at
Thanksgiving time?

What ever happened to... the annual Sun-
day school pageant and Christmas party for
all children of the church, complete with
Santa arriving?

What ever happened to... the Mother &
Daughter banquets and Fashion Shows?

What ever happened to... the Father & Son
breakfast?

What ever happened to... recognition of
special groups within the church, such as
Rotary, Masonic, Boy Scouts and Rainbow
Girls, servicemen and women?

What ever happened to... “Memorial Day”
remembrances within the church service
time?

Rear View Mirror

by Gail MacGregor

What ever happened to... all the ladies
groups of the church that were
fundraisers for the general good of the
church?

What ever happened to... the follow-
ing Ladies Groups? The King’s Daugh-
ters, The Ladies Circle, Women’s Guild,
Evening Guild a.k.a. Junior Guild?

What ever happened to... the Mens
Groups?

What ever happened to... the follow-
ing social groups: Double or Nothing,
Couples Club, 50/50 Club, Fellowship
Club, Singles Groups?

What ever happened to... a group
known as “The Commission of Wider
Fellowship” in the 1940’s?

What ever happened to... the “Scotch
Suppers” and Bean Suppers that were a
monthly tradition at First Church?

What ever happened to... a church fair
being a time when we enjoyed gather-
ing together for a common cause of fel-
lowship and being part of raising funds
for our yearly work and not having it
be a part of our “budget”?

What ever happened to... having pride
and respect for our building and grounds
and holding “work days” to keep the
facilities attractive for the whole town
to enjoy?

What ever happened to... “Yard Sales,
“Rummage Sales”,” Bake Sales and all
the events that brought us closer together
while working for a common cause?

‘We all know what happened.........

Our lives got out of control and we let
our environment and greed control our
time management. We no longer feel
that working towards our church
family fellowship is worthy of us!
Heaven forbid we do not “Keep up with
the Jones”! in our own lives.

There are many different ways of sup-
porting the church and “donations of
money” is not the only answer.

About Our
UCC

The UCC Takes and Active
Part in Communications

OC Inc. is the media jus-
tice arm of the United Church
of Christ. Founded in 1959,
only two years after the forma-
tion of the UCC, the Rev. Dr.
Everett C. Parker was prompted
by the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. to set out to reform
television stations in the south,
which were doing a poor
job of covering the Civil Rights
Movement.

After undertaking a dan-
gerous strategy to challenge the
institutions of racism in the era,
and many years of litigation
before the Federal Communi-
cations Commission and in the
federal courts, OC Inc. achieved
seminal success. It not only
forced the FCC to take away
the broadcast license of WLBT-
TV in Jackson, Miss., butit also
established the legal right of all
citizens to participate in FCC
proceedings. The case contin-
ues today to protect citizen rights
in the field of media advocacy.

Building upon its successes
in the early 1960s, OC Inc. con-
tinues to be a leader in media
reform by pushing for a more
just, accessible, diverse and ac-
countable media. It works to
promote public interests in the
media, especially for people of
color, women and children.

OC Inc.’s Mission:

The United Church of
Christ is a faith community
rooted in justice that recognizes
the unique power of the media
to shape public understanding
and thus society. For this rea-
son, UCC’s Office of Commu-
nication, Inc. (OC, Inc.) works
to create just and equitable me-
dia structures that give mean-
ingful voice to diverse peoples,
cultures and ideas.
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UCC Participated in Gaza Freedom March

Witchita Muslim Leader
and UCC Pastor Participated in
Gaza Freedom March on Janu-
ary 4, 2010

1,000 people worldwide trav-
eled to the Gaza on anniversary of
Israeli invasion. Delegation calls on
Lsrael to lift the siege of Gaza.

Wichita - Mr. Maher
Musleh, director of the Wichita
chapter of the Muslim Public
Affairs Council, and the Rev.
Michael Poage, pastor,
Fairmount United Church of
Christ (Wichita), traveled to
Gaza to join The Gaza Free-
dom March. The march is an
historic initiative to break the
siege that has imprisoned the 1.5
million people who live in Gaza.
Conceived in the spirit of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela
and nonviolent resistance to in-
justice worldwide, the march will
gather people from all over the
world to march—hand in
hand—with the people of Gaza
to demand that the Israelis open
the borders.

This march is not about po-
litical parties but fair and humane
treatment of a forgotten people.
Mr. Musleh says that “my inter-
est is in bringing people together,
non-violently, to learn from each
other with the result being respect
and peace for all.” The Rew.
Poage’s concern is “that in the
violent military attack on Gaza
last year by the Israeli Defense
Forces the targeted civilian popu-
lation was decimated and the in-
frastructure, such as water treat-
ment plants, schools, hospitals,
and United Nations food facili-
ties were destroyed.” Both Mr.
Musleh and Rev. Poage agree
that the borders must be opened
so humanitarian and building
supplies will be available to re-
build the shattered lives in Gaza.

Marking the one-year anni-
versary of the December 2008 Is-
raeli invasion that left over 1,400

dead, this is a grassroots global re-
sponse to the inaction on the part
of world leaders and institutions.
[Name] will join 1,000 interna-
tional delegates from 40 countries
and march alongside distinguished
participants such as Pulitzer Prize
winning author Alice Walker, lead-
ing Syrian comedian Duraid
Lahham, French Senator Alima
Boumediene-Thiery, author and
Filipino Parliament member
Walden Bello, former European
Parliamentarians Luisa Morgantini
from Italy and Eva Quistorp from
Germany, President of the U.S. Cen-
ter for Constitutional Rights Attor-
ney Michael Ratner, Japanese
former Ambassador to Lebanon
Naoto Amaki, French hip-hop art-
ists Ministere des Affaires
Populaires, and 85-year-old Holo-
caust survivor Hedy Epstein.

People who also participated
are families of three generations,
doctors, lawyers, diplomats, 70 stu-
dents, an interfaith group that in-
cludes rabbis, priests and imams, a
women’s delegation, a Jewish
contingent, a veterans group and
Palestinians born overseas who
have never seen their families in
Gaza.

The international delegates will
enter Gaza via Egypt during the last
week of December. In the morning
December 31, they will join an es-
timated 50,000 Palestinians in a
non-violent march from Northern
Gazato the Erez/Israeli border. On
the Israeli side of the Erez border
will be a gathering of Palestinians
and Jews who are also calling on
the Israeli government to open the
border.

“The Gaza Freedom March
will go down in history as the day
that people of conscience from
around the world came together to
demand that Israel stop the impris-
onment of Gaza’s 1.5 million
people,” said Medea Benjamin, one
of the organizers of the march.

My report from the

UCC Conference In October
By: Roy Young

I was very impressed with
a speaker at the UCC confer-
ence who spoke of the con-
cept of a pacemaker as oppo-
site of a peacekeeper. She
quoted a passage from the Ser-

N
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ke -II-I- , monon the Mount in which
el el Jesus said, blessed are the
il :u_-.-| peacemakers for they shall be

called the sons of God. She
went on to say that Jesus was a peacemaker not
a peacekeeper. A peacekeeper just wants things
to go along nicely, don’t rock any boats don’t
confront anything. A peacemaker on the other
hand dares to risk being unpopular by taking
on issues head on so that justice and peace may
truly come in any situation.

Most people, I believe, would rather be
peacekeepers than peacemakers. But this is not
what Jesus was calling us to be in his sermon
on the mount.

Children in Ministry

‘While his parents listened to the sermon,
a young boy busily colored a picture of Jesus
and wrote in crooked letters across the page
“Jesus loves you.” Despite his mother’s em-
barrassment, the boy insisted on giving the
picture to a man sitting farther along the pew.

A few weeks later, the man stopped the
boy’s mother and remarked that he was so
thankful for the young .
boy’s gift of the picture. | -

He shared that he had ‘Fﬂs -'E}
been struggling with his j.@* '
wife’s death and that

when he received the lﬁ“f"; )tﬂ
boy’s picture he felt God

come into his heart.

Through that simple act, God used the
ministry of a child to help comfort a grieving
and lonely person. Children experience God’s
presence in their lives and have faith to share.
The youngest among us are capable of being
partners in the total ministry of the church.

Jesus blessed and welcomed children.
When children are welcomed and included in
worship, we follow Jesus’ example. Young chil-
dren may not be able to remember the words
of a service, but they will remember the ex-
perience of being part of an accepting, wor-
shipping community, where all ages are on a
faith journey together.
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